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Press Release 

February 06, 2020 

 
 

Uniper awarded six-year contracts to deliver innovative grid stability 

services 
 

 

• National Grid awards synchronous compensation contracts to Uniper’s 

Killingholme and Grain gas-fired power stations 

• Uniper will be the largest provider of inertia services under this contract, 

keeping the electricity system in Great Britain stable 

 
 

The British grid operator National Grid Eso is looking for low carbon solutions that 

contribute to grid stability and maintain the balance of the British energy system. Uniper 

has been awarded four six-year contracts to deliver grid stability services at our 

Killingholme and Grain facilities in Britain. 

 

Following the contract signing, we will repurpose redundant steam generators at 

Killingholme, and build two new synchronous compensation units at Grain, which will 

start delivering inertia services and voltage control to the Grid from April 2021. Uniper 

will be the biggest provider of dedicated inertia and voltage control and will deliver the 

services at Killingholme and Grain up to 2026. 

 

Uniper will provide these services without the need for combustion of fuel. This 

innovative approach removes the need to use ‘generating’ power stations that have 

traditionally been needed to keep the system stable and our electricity supply at the 

required frequency. These services will operate independently of our current generating 

assets on site, whilst making use of existing infrastructure. 

 

This will make an important contribution in helping to enable the transition to a low 

carbon future by maintaining grid stability and security of supply as more intermittent, 

renewable generation technology comes online; one of the central challenges of the 

energy transition. And Uniper supports National Grid ESO in their ambition to operate a 

lower carbon energy grid in the future. 

 

Andreas Schierenbeck, CEO of Uniper: "We are delighted to have been awarded the 

contracts for our innovative projects by the British grid operator. By providing inertia we 

make a substantial contribution to grid stability in one of our important core markets and  

we enable to further increase the share of renewables. This topic becomes more 

relevant in future while decarbonization not only in Britain further advances. Such 

market frameworks should also be considered in other markets, like Germany.” 

 

Mike Lockett, Country Chairman Uniper UK and Chief Commercial Officer Power: 

“This tender demonstrates our ongoing commitment to meeting the challenge of a zero-

carbon future. The requirements of the energy transition mean there are considerable 

growth opportunities in providing stability solutions to Grid and creating these 

innovative solutions places Uniper at the forefront of this market.  Congratulations to all 

those involved in this process and I look forward to the successful delivery of our 

solutions and taking further progressive steps on the road to net-zero.” 

 

This is the first tender National Grid ESO has run under phase one of its System 

Stability Pathfinder. With further stability tenders still expected to take place, providing 
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further opportunities for Uniper to utilize its assets and engineering and market 

expertise in this fast-developing sector of the energy transition. 

 

 

 

About Uniper 

Uniper is a leading international energy company with activities in more than  

40 countries and around 11,000 employees globally. Its business is the secure 

provision of energy and related services. Its main activities include power generation in 

Europe and Russia as well as global energy trading. The company is headquartered in 

Düsseldorf, Germany. 

 

 

About Uniper UK https://www.uniper.energy/uk 

 

 
This press release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and 

forecasts made by Uniper SE Management and other information currently available to Uniper. Various 

known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between 

the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the 

estimates given here. Uniper SE does not intend, and does not assume any liability whatsoever, to 

update these forward-looking statements or to modify them to conform with future events or 

developments. 

https://www.uniper.energy/uk

