
 

 

 Uniper SE 

 Holzstraße 6 

40221 Düsseldorf 

www.uniper.energy 

  

Please contact us for further 

information 

: 

 

 Christine Bossak  

 T +49 2 11-45 79-2032 

   M +49 1 71-33 21 40 7 

 christine.bossak@uniper.energ

y 

  

 Would you like to receive 

Uniper messages by e-mail?  

Subscribe to it at 

www.uniper.energy/news/de 

 

 

  

 1 

Press release 

21. February 2020 

 
 

Uniper sells stake in Schkopau lignite-fired power plant to joint 

venture partner Saale Energie 
 

 

• Employees of the site are to be transferred to Saale Energie 

• Transfer of the stake with effect from October 2021 

• Further milestone in the decarbonization of the Uniper portfolio   

 

Uniper today signed an agreement with Saale Energie GmbH (Saale Energie), a 

subsidiary of the Czech Energetický a Průmyslový Holding (EPH), on the sale of its 

stake in the Schkopau lignite-fired power plant in Saxony-Anhalt. Uniper is the operator 

of the power plant and holds a stake of about 58 percent. Saale Energie already holds 

a stake of around 42 percent in the Schkopau power plant and will take over Uniper's 

stake with effect from October 2021. 

 

On 30 January 2020, immediately after the publication of the coal exit law by the 

German government, Uniper presented an ambitious roadmap for the phase-out of its 

own coal-fired power generation in Germany. The coal exit law provides for the 

Schkopau lignite-fired power plant to run until the end of 2034. With the sale of its stake 

in the Schkopau power plant, Uniper in Europe will also withdraw completely from 

lignite-fired power generation. 

 

Andreas Schierenbeck, CEO of Uniper: "With the sale of our stake in Schkopau 

power plant, we are consistently implementing our ambitious plans to decarbonize our 

portfolio. I am very pleased that together with our joint venture partner we have found a 

solution for the site that not only makes sense for us strategically and economically, but 

above all offers the power plant's employees a perspective for the future.” 

 

In addition to the power plant stake, Saale Energie will take over the operational 

management and operation of the Schkopau power plant from Uniper, including the 

Uniper employees, with effect from October 2021. Completion of the transaction is still 

subject to the approval by the German Federal Cartel Office. 

 

David Bryson, COO of Uniper, said: "We are delighted that these negotiations have 

been successfully concluded. On the other hand, we will also part company with around 

150 qualified employees and part of our history. We have been producing electricity in 

Schkopau for a good 25 years and maintain reliable partnerships with industrial 

customers and the local economy. We will continue to focus on our customers’ needs 

during this period. One thing is quite clear for us: Until the complete takeover of the site 

by our joint venture partner, we will continue to be a reliable and responsible employer 

for the highly qualified and committed team on site and will work hard to ensure their 

smooth transition.“ 

 

With a net capacity of around 900 megawatts, the Schkopau lignite-fired power plant is 

an important component of Central Germany's energy supply. It not only supplies 

electricity for public supply, but also energy for a neighbouring chemical park and for 

Deutsche Bahn. The power plant converts up to six million tonnes of Central German 

lignite from the Profen open-cast mine into electricity and process steam every year.  
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Further information on the Schkopau power plant 

https://www.uniper.energy/de/kraftwerk-schkopau  

 

 

 

About Uniper 

Uniper is a leading international energy company with operations in more than 40 

countries and around 11,000 employees. Its business is the secure supply of energy 

and related services. Its main activities include power generation in Europe and Russia 

and global energy trading. The headquarters of the company is Düsseldorf. 

 

 

 
This press release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and 
forecasts made by the management of Uniper SE and other information currently available to them. 
Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences 
between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and 
the estimates given here. Uniper SE does not intend and does not assume any obligation to update 
such forward-looking statements or to adapt them to future events or developments. 
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