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Press Release 

May 6, 2020 

 
 

Uniper participates in electricity grid extension in Northern Germany 
 

 

• Uniper Technologies wins tender by TSO TenneT 

• First EPCM project award from TenneT 

• Working group with CDM Smith  

 
 

Uniper Technologies (UTG, Gelsenkirchen), in a working group with the engineering 

company CDM Smith (Bochum), has won an invitation to tender by transmission 

system operator TenneT to expand the power grid between Conneforde and the 

Merzen area in Lower Saxony. The project order covers the overall project 

management for all services in the areas of engineering, procurement and construction 

– known as EPCM for short by industry professionals. Uniper will manage the working 

group and the entire project during the planning and construction phases of the power 

line. Partner company CDM Smith takes care of the design and construction 

supervision of two new substations and a cable transition facility. CDM Smith will also 

be responsible for further environmental planning and for soil and ecological 

construction supervision. UTG is responsible for the overall project management. 

 

The new 380 kV power line from Conneforde via Cloppenburg to Merzen is planned 

with a length of around 125 kilometres. The new contract covers the northern section of 

the power line with a length of approximately 100 km, which is located in the TenneT 

grid area. The new line is scheduled to go into operation in 2026. 

 

Uniper Chief Operating Officer David Bryson says: “Uniper Technologies being 

awarded the project is a significant achievement given that the dedicated team was 

formed only recently. The extension of the high voltage grid is of huge importance for 

Germany. The energy transition will only be successful if we manage to bring power 

from renewable energy sources to the places where it is urgently needed. I’m proud 

that Uniper will be playing a part in this as a project manager.” 

 

Northern Germany plays an important role in the energy transition because a large part 

of the energy is generated there using wind turbines. In order to bring more electricity 

from renewable energies to the focal points of consumption, the transmission system 

operators are currently expanding the existing power grid. Germany has set itself the 

target of generating around 80% of its electricity from renewable energy sources by 

2050. 

 

 

 

About Uniper 

Uniper is a leading international energy company with around 11,500 employees and 

activities in more than 40 countries. With about 34 GW of installed generation capacity, 

Uniper is among the largest global power generators. Its main activities include power 

generation in Europe and Russia as well as global energy trading, including a 

diversified gas portfolio that makes Uniper one of Europe’s leading gas companies. In 

2019, Uniper sold a gas volume of 220 bcm. The company is headquartered in 

Düsseldorf, being the third-largest listed German utility. Under its new strategy, Uniper 

aims to become carbon-neutral in Europe by 2035. 



 

 

 

 

  

 2 

About CDM Smith 

CDM Smith is a global engineering company operating in the water, environment, 

infrastructure, energy, construction and geotechnical sectors. As an independent, 

employee-owned company, CDM Smith is committed to delivering exceptional 

performance for its clients with team spirit and passion, and mastering the challenges 

of global change with intelligent solutions. 
https://www.cdmsmith.com/ 

 

 
This press release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and 
forecasts made by Uniper SE Management and other information currently available to Uniper. Various 
known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between 
the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the 
estimates given here. Uniper SE does not intend, and does not assume any liability whatsoever, to 
update these forward-looking statements or to modify them to conform with future events or 
developments. 
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